The molecule of the title compound, C 11 H 8 N 2 , is approximately planar (r.m.s.deviation for all non-H atoms = 0.023 Å ). The malononitrile C-C-C angle is 113.54 (13) . In the crystal, molecules stack head-to-tail along [010]. There are no significant intermolecular interactions present. 
Related literature
For the pharmacological activity of benzylidenemalononitriles, see: Gazit et al. (1989) ; Levitzki & Mishani (2006) . For the use of benzylidenemalononitrile derivatives in the preparation of heterocyclic compounds, see: Kolla & Lee (2011) ; Gao & Du (2012) ; Li et al. (2006) . (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) . Pharmacological effects of benzylidenemalononitrile (BMN) compounds have been examined since the 1990's when several of their derivatives, referred to as tyrphostins, were recognized as specific inhibitors of epidermal growth factor tyrosine kinase (Gazit, et al., 1989) . Subsequent design and testing of a series of BMNs revealed new specific inhibitors of various protein tyrosine kinases (Levitzki & Mishani, 2006) . It is well known that the benzylidenemalononitrile derivatives are very useful reagents for the preparation of heterocyclic compounds (Kolla & Lee, 2011; Gao & Du, 2012; Li et al., 2006) .
Data collection
The title molecule is almost planar, Fig. 1 , with an r.m.s. devation = 0.023 Å; the maximum deviation of -0.037 (2) Å was observed for atom C5. The malononitrile angle C10-C9-C11 is 113.58 (12)°.
In the crystal, molecules stack head-to-tail along [010] . There are no significant intermolecular interactions present.
S2. Experimental
In a 250 ml round bottom flask, 4-methylbenzaldehyde (10 mmol), malononitrile (10 mmol) and phosphorus pentoxide (3.54 mmol) have stirred mechanically for ten minutes in 25 ml absolute ethanol. The resulting reaction mixture was heated at reflux using a water bath. The reaction mixture was poured onto crushed ice after the completion of the reaction monitored by TLC. On stirring separation of the desired product took place. The solid was filtered, washed with petroleum ether, dried and recrystallized from ethanol (yield: 68%, m.p.: 404 K), yielding block-like colourless crystals.
S3. Refinement
H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and treated as riding: C-H = 0.93 -0.96 Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U e (C) for methyl H atoms and = 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms. The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labelling. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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